Prospective study of the aetiology of adult community acquired bacterial pneumonia needing hospitalisation in Singapore.
A prospective survey of 96 consecutive adult patients with community acquired pneumonia requiring hospitalisation was carried out at National University Hospital, Singapore. Causative pathogens were identified in 58% of patients. Mycobacterium tuberculosis was the most common pathogen (21%), followed by Streptococcus pneumoniae (12%), Haemophilus influenzae (5.2%), Mycoplasma pneumoniae (5.2%) and Staphylococcus aureus (4.2%). Gram-negative organisms (apart from Haemophilus influenzae) were found in 10% of pneumonia patients. More than half of the patients had pre-existing illness, the most common was diabetes mellitus (21%).